Smoky Mountain Detachment 973 ™ -

In the

As we move into our busy season, Color Guard, raffles,
public appearances, and community service, I'm
reminded of something my old Gunny used to say,
“When a mission needs to get done, watch how fast
they call the Marines”. This is still true even afte
many of us have been off active duty for 20 or more
years, we are still looked upon as the elite, and most
professional of all veteran organizations. We have to
maintain that pride and respect as we enter the public
arena, and remembering we are representing not only
ourselves, but Smoky Mountain Detachment 973, the
Marine Corps League, and the U.S. Marine Corps. We
must carry ourselves in a manner that those we
encounter will know they're in the presence of a
Marine without having to ask. This means our
uniforms, covers, and our gear must be maintained in a
professional state at all times. | have been haraet w
getting things together for the 23Birthday Ball, the
5K, the rifle raffle, and requests for our Color Guard.
This looks to be another high demand year for us, let's
not drop the ball, instead rise to the call. With the
understanding that we are a volunteer organization, we
must also remember our members must step up and
volunteer to ensure the continuance of the organizatio
When | tell people about our Detachment, | do so with
pride and with my head held high. We have the
potential to exceed all expectations from ourselves, the
public, and other Marine Corps League members, all
we have to do is look in the mirror and ask ourselves,
“Am | doing all I can to make Smoky Mountain
Detachment 973 better, or am I just along for the ride?”

Semper Fi

Commandant
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Next meeting: Tuesday, June 2nd at 1830

May 25" — 11:00 AM - Memorial Day Ceremony at
Woodlawn Cemetery in Franklin, NC

June 8 — 1900 — Relay for Life at Franklin High Schoo

June 18 — 1200 — Flag Day Service at Junaluskee
Lodge, Franklin, NC

June 18 — MCL State Convention, Burlington, NC
July 4" — 0900 until 1700 — Raffle table in the park
July 4" — 1130 — Dedication of Veterans Memorial Par

September 20— 10:00 AM - MCL Detachment 5K,
Franklin, NC

September 27— 1700 - TWS NC GTG, Maggie Valley,
NC

November ¥ — 1730 - Marine Corps Ball

November 18 — Marine Corps Birthday




RAFFLE

Marine Corps Birthday Ball

November 7th

We have been in contract discussions with Cherokeeaklar
Casino and Hotel, and everything is coming together tarens
everyone has a great time. Just a reminder the cB30iper
person and $50 per couple. This will be a BYOB event, and
the way it will work is, you bring your adult beverage and
place it at the bartender’s station, you must go dir¢ottire
bartender station not your table. When you want a drirek, t
bartender will pour it for you. No tips or cash will clgan
hands in this transaction. No alcoholic drinks will deva¢d
to leave the room. So for you smokers, you will not be
allowed to take a drink outside while you light up. At timset
the beverages allowed are beer and wine. The tribalbaes
will be voting on June™ as to allow distilled liquors. As soon
as we know the outcome of the vote, it will be annodnce
Don’t forget we will have a memorabilia table set apyou
to display your uniforms, 782 gear, pictures, and any othe
historical items you want to share with others, sd siasting
and cleaning those items. We will start setup and déogr
the room at 1400 on Saturday tH& this will allow us time to
get the room ready in time for social hour at 1730. Don’
forget hotel rooms are available at the Ramada koniacross
the street from the event site, with Ramada providingtleh
service between the hotel and event site from 15002600
at no additional cost. The rooms are $79.00/inclusive pe
night, an additional $10/night for each adult over 2. We laave
block of 20 rooms reserved under the name “Marine Corps
Birthday Ball”. It is a first come first serve basiere is a 30
day cancellation policy on the rooms. The last dagsenve a
room in this block is October 23

REPRINT

HOLD ONTO YOUR MEMORIES...
If you've lost or can’t remember if you got a boot caphjto,
you're in luck. Recruit photos has boot camp photo negative
dating back to 1939. The negatives can be turned into 8"X10”
pictures of your platoon and your individual Dress Blues
portrait. Beware that some years are missing, sevesyone
may be lucky enough to recreate those memories. ®iaesco
$9.95 per photo and can be ordered from MCCS Recruit
Photos, MCAS Building Number 553, PO Box 55018,
Beaufort MCAS, SC 29904. They are open 0730 until 1600
Monday through Friday. Their phone number is (843) 228-
1555/1546. Remember to provide the platoon number, month
and year of graduation. There is a 4 weeks to 90 daydawrait
delivery. You can visit them aww.mccs.sc.com

VETERANS ON THE SCREEN

Look for the PBS production of “Fighting for Life” this
Memorial Day Weekend. It tells the story of wounded
warriors, and the medical personnel who care for thdsu if
you go towww.intheirboots.conyou can watch several
documentaries about Marines and those they left behind to
guard the home front.

VETERAN'S ISSUES

US DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS BENEFIT
INFORMATION CONTACTS

VA Home Page
WWw.va.gov

Compensation & Pension
www.vba.gov

Burial & Memorial benefits
www.cem.va.gov

National Personnel Records
www.archives.gov

Arlington National Cemetery
www.arlingtoncemetery.org

gt e Grit

MARINE SPECIALTIES

If we don't have it, Chesty wouldn't want it.
http://Jusmcshop.grunt.com/




TRIP TO PARRIS ISLAND

A trip to Pl is being planned for August27th-30th, if
you are interested in going, let Commandant Hunt
know. If enough members sign up, it's possible to

get in to see some training. The trip will be
departing Franklin on Thursday and returning on
Sunday. Lodging will be discussed and decided
once we have a firm head count.

FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK 5K

The plans are coming together for thisAhnual event.
Corporations are being contacting about sponsoring the
event, which means less out of pocket expenses. Also,
the event is listed owww.active.coma website
dedicated to all forms of fitness activities, eventsnpgs,
gathering, and just about anything type of outdoor
activity is listed. This will allow us more coverage and i
will allow online registration, all at no charge to the
Detachment. Stay tuned for more details and the call for
volunteers.

QUARTERMASTER
SUPPLY LOCKER

The following is a list of uniform items on hand

in the Detachment supply locker. If you would

like to purchase something listed, contact the
Detachment at 828-342-2024.

Red MCL Covers............c.e.......$31.00
Sizes: 7 Y4, 7 318, 7 Y2, 7 5/8

SS Aviator White Shirts................... $18.95
Sizes: 15, 16, 16 %2, 17, 17 %2, 18
LS Aviator White Shirts................... $19.95
Sizes: 16 %

MCL Patches for shirts............... $3.75
MCL Collar Emblems.................. $12.00/set
MCL Associates Emblems...............$6.25/set

Cover Emblems..................$5.00
American Flag for Shirts..................$2.00
Red Blazer Crest...........cc......... $28.00

Red Blazer Buttons....................... $8.00/set

U.S. MARINE CORPS
CORE VALUES

Generation after generation of Americans has given
special meaning to the title “United States Marine.”
These same men and women live by a set of
enduring Core Values which form the bedrock of
their character. Core Values give Marines strength

and help refine their behavior.

HONOR

The quality that guides Marines to exemplify the
ultimate in ethical and moral behavior.

COURAGE

The moral, mental, and physical strength to do what
is right; to adhere to a higher standard of personal
conduct; and to make tough decisions under stress

and pressure.

COMMITMENT

The promise and pursuit to complete a worthy goal,
objective, or mission.

HONOR-COURAGE-COMMITMENT




How many of you remember this?
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The Marine Corps League

New Age Recruit Training at Parris Island, thisisa |. ) Department of North Carolina
sign posted in Dining Facilities and Sick Bay at
MCRD, Parris Island http://www.ncmcleague.org




